Organizational Involvement—Connecting Individuals and Groups

“Belonging to the Dane County TimeBank has really added value to our organization. It's an incentive to volunteer at our organization, when volunteers know they'll get TimeBank hours for their efforts. Volunteers at our organization truly want to give of themselves - AND it's nice they get something concrete in return, in the form of TimeBank hours. And it creates such a wonderful web of support, everyone helping each other out. Viva timebanking!”

– Maureen Brady and Cheri Maples; Center for Mindfulness & Justice

“The Dane County TimeBank is a great addition as a community partner to the Madison Senior Center. Besides introducing TimeBank members to the Senior Center, our volunteers can accumulate hours and exchange them for TimeBank credits. It's another way we can recognize and give back to our volunteers. We are also excited about the prospect of exploring the talents and developing relationships with other TimeBank members as a means to enhance our program offerings at the Senior Center. Being a member of the Dane County TimeBank gives the Madison Senior Center another way to contribute to the broader Madison community. The leadership and involvement of TimeBank staff has made this all possible. We are very happy to be a TimeBank member.”

-- Rick Orton; Volunteer Coordinator, Madison Senior Center

“In the past two years the Stoughton Recreation Department has gone through a very positive change involving how we serve people with developmental disabilities. As the Director, it's my responsibility to provide recreation opportunities to all people as well as understand the needs and find solutions.

TimeBank has been responsible for much of my education in this area. Not only have their people helped me understand the needs but they have been there to help me make recreation more inclusive.

As a member of TimeBank, we are able to get assistance from its vast resources to make recreation more accessible. Specifically, they have been able to provide assistance and transportation for individuals in the community to be included in our recreation programs.

Last summer, the Recreation Department teamed with the TimeBank to create and offer new programs that focused on building relationships for people with disabilities and the community. These programs were successful in that they brought people together for activity that normally wouldn’t connect in this way.

TimeBank, with its members that get the concept of swapping talents and giving, are the perfect partner to make this happen. Many times in this world costs become an obstacle to making things happen. This association makes anything possible.”

– Tom Lynch; Director, Stoughton Parks and Recreation

“I have been involved with TimeBank’s operations in the Allied neighborhood for several years, and have seen how the concept of volunteer exchange has not only provided important resources for this high needs neighborhood, but has done so in an empowering way.  

The premise of TimeBank is that everyone has skills and internal resources they can share to benefit other members, it is an asset based perspective.

In this time of economic cutbacks, the emphasis of self-help and peer support will be vital to ensure the wellbeing of people who traditionally depend on public services to help manage the demands of their lives. TimeBank provides an infrastructure so that a broad pool of resources is available to people through its wide membership and assortment of skill sharing. I applaud their approach that conveys help as a mutual activity, as this shifts a mindset of dependency and entitlement to one of capacity and generosity.”

– Susan Corrado; Project Coordinator, Allied Wellness Cooperative

“La Follette High School(LHS) and The Dane County Time Bank Youth Court have had an extremely successful partnership for the past three years. Together we worked to develop our youth court program at LHS. Youth Court enlists young people in creating a new kind of juvenile justice where youth juries have the power to impose a sentence on offenders and where non-violent youth can avoid formal prosecution for their offense by carrying out the sentence imposed by their peers.

We are proud to say that our program is very successful. We have over 50 jurors and many more who want to be involved. We have many respondents who continue to participate because they find this to be an empowering experience.  The youth are provided with a unique learning experience and increase their knowledge base and access to resources.  One of the jurors uses her time bank hours to buy bus passes for her and her mom each month. Others are trying to work for personal computers or other goods.   Students that were struggling with school and not engaged in learning, have changed their attitudes toward school and their life choices. This experience has opened students’ minds to other career possibilities. Several students want to work in the criminal justice system or be a lawyer because of this magnificent opportunity.  

LHS has used their time bank hours to help improve our school by bringing additional resources into the school. TimeBank members from the Empowerment Café provided a staff in-service workshop.  We have had conflict- resolution classes and anger management classes held at LHS that have been very helpful to our students. Many respondents have had the opportunity to meet with life coaches and counselors in the community. They also participated in community service activities, joined school clubs, and pursued an interest because of our partnership with the TimeBank.”

La Follette High School:

– Terry Meissen; Coordinator of Student Engagement

– Michelle Olson; Minority Service Coordinator

– Greg Rossetti; Educational Resource Officer

“Through the TimeBank, the East Madison Community Center (EMCC) has been able to connect community members together to share their talents. As a member of the TimeBank, EMCC offered several new activities including personal fitness, Tai Chi, yoga, and Mandala art. These opportunities exposed residents in the EMCC neighborhood to new activities which otherwise would not be available to them, especially those who have low-incomes and little or no disposable income. The TimeBank is a wonderful resource which enables all ages to share their talents with other community members.”

– Regina Lloren; former Assistant Director, East Madison Community Center

“People First Stoughton is an active member of the TimeBank and several of our “self-advocates” are also participating members.  We have jointly worked together over the last few years to help advance efforts in Stoughton to be a more welcoming and inclusive community.  Together we have been working on creating recreational activities that will allow people of all abilities to participate.

The Dane County TimeBank has also helped overcome obstacles people have accessing their community, by assisting with filling the gaps that exist in transportation. The TimeBank has also allowed folks an opportunity to give back to the community, by sharing gifts they have to offer (mowing lawns, shoveling snow, providing rides, volunteering at community centers, etc) 

As a Support Broker/Case Manager I also have several folks that have made lasting connections, spending time together out in the community, participating in activities of like interests.”  

– Tom Veek; Support Broker, ARC-Wisconsin

“The Dane County TimeBank is, without a doubt, one of the most significant organizations in all of Dane County at this time. Given the budget concerns that have affected the entire state these past several months, it is essential that we utilize TimeBank more than ever, in order to address the growing needs of our most vulnerable citizens.   

This past year, the Allied Drive Joining Forces for Families office combined efforts with the Dane County TimeBank in order to provide increased support to struggling families living in the Allied neighborhood.  Currently, the Allied Drive JFF building provides office space for TimeBank volunteers in order to reach out to residents and provide education on TimeBanking.  Many Allied residents have benefited tremendously by becoming members of TimeBank.  Examples of services received include transportation to a food pantry, help with childcare, tutoring and mentoring, and many more activities.  Even more so, I have personally witnessed a more concerted effort by residents to extend a helping hand to neighbors and community organizations.  It is a remarkable, and truly inspirational transformation.

The TimeBank Store on Allied Drive has also been a wonderful addition to the neighborhood.  In exchange for volunteering, residents are able to receive goods such as clothes, bikes, computers and many more items that can often times be difficult for some families to afford.  This has been a welcomed and much needed resource in the Allied community, as many families struggle just to pay rent and heat for their apartments. 

The possibilities with TimeBanking are endless.  The potential impact of TimeBank in helping care for our most vulnerable citizens is immeasurable.” 

– Ryan Estrella;  Community Social Worker, Joining Forces for Families

“Our agency provides residential support for adults with developmental disabilities. Part of our mission is to provide the opportunity for people we support to be engaged in the community and also to become contributing members. The TimeBank has been an essential part of  our community building efforts.

Through the TimeBank, people we support have been able to participate in both individual and group activities. So many of the people we support have been able to share their gifts and have contributed so much to the community. People whom we support who were very hesitant to go out in the community are joining organizations with the support of TimeBank members. Others have found a new voice and have become more assertive. The lives of everyone we support who have been engaged with the TimeBank have been improved. 

The outstanding aspect of the TimeBank is that everyone involved gains so much. The people we support also contribute by teaching and by just sharing themselves with community members. Community members gain the friendship of people we support and also feel part of a much larger whole. Dane County and the community at large have benefited from the exchanges.

The philosophy of the TimeBank is to help everyone realize themselves by helping others and receiving help -- in other words reciprocity. It helps us be a better citizen of this county. We at Options in Community Living are so thankful we live in a community with a TimeBank.”

– Emma Czarapata; Community Builder, Options in Community Living

